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2015 

Isobel Glover   Competitor 

Jaling Kersten   Competitor 

Andrew Montgomery  Winner 

From left: Tori Lindsey, adjudicator, Isobel Glover, Andrew Montgom-
ery, Jaling Kersten, Kay Cochran, adjudicator, and Yariv Aloni. 

Join the Victoria Chamber Orchestra for their 21st 
season this fall. 
Previews, the concert programme, and ticket pur-
chases are available on the website: 
www.victoriachamberorchestra.org 
 
Buy season tickets now while they are still availa-
ble, and you can have your choice of seating! 
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A PRESENTATION OF THE ISLAND STRING PLAYERS SOCIETY 

Yariv Aloni 
Music Director 

Saturday April 18th, 2015 

Andrew Montgomery 
Viola 

Winner of the Louis Sherman  
Concerto Competition 
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Franz Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)   
The Symphony No. 85 in Bb major, 
Hoboken I/85, is the fourth of the six 
so-called Paris Symphonies (numbers 
82-87) written by Joseph Haydn in 
1785 and published by Artaria (not 
Hoffmeister) in Vienna in December 
1787. It is popularly known as La 

Reine because it was the favourite of 
Marie Antoinette. 
It was part of the commission of piec-

es for an enormous orchestra for the time, "Le Concert de la loge 
'Olympique'" in Paris. It included 40 violins and 10 double basses. 
Cherubini played in the orchestra, and wrote that the symphonies 
were received “with rapture”. Haydn received 25 louis d’or per 
symphony, an amount he found very satisfying. He was still em-
ployed by the  Eszterházys at this stage, and it was to be another 
five years before his move back to civilization and the sweeping 
successes of his London concerts. 

Franz Anton Hoffmeister (1754-
1812) 
Originally trained as a lawyer, Hoff-
meister became a composer in the 
1770’s, and was very popular in Vi-
enna. He went on to start two music 
publishing companies, one of which 
eventually was absorbed by C. F. 
Peters, still publishing today. Either 
because of greater interest in com-
posing, or lack of business skills, 
these companies languished after 
1790. He was much esteemed as a 

composer: Mozart dedicated his String Quartet in D to him and 
Beethoven addressed him as "most beloved brother”. Gerber's 
Neues Lexikon der Tonkünstler: “If you were to take a glance at his 
many and varied works, then you would have to admire the dili-
gence and the cleverness of this composer.... He earned for him-
self a well-deserved and wide-spread reputation through the 
original content of his works, which are not only rich in emotional 
expression but also distinguished by the interesting and suitable  
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Eehjoon Kwon      Winner  

2012 

Anne Mauz     Competitor 

Nelly Tian     Competitor 

Thomas Kempster   Winner  

2013 

Chloe Kerson     Competitor 

Jasmine Mather   Competitor 
Jasmine is now in first year music at UVic, studying performance violin with Sharon Stanis 
of the Lafayette String Quartet.  She is very much enjoying the program and is very busy 
finishing the final term this week. Tonight the small ensembles are doing their year-end 
performances at the Lutheran church on Cedar Hill Road. Music is definitely part of her life 
now and being a finalist in the concerto competition was a very good experience for her 
future performances.  

Ceilidh Briscoe    Winner 

2014 

Jethro Moneo    Competitor 

Hailey Phillips    Competitor 

Jacob van der Sloot   Joint Winner 

Blythe Allers    Joint Winner 

In 2013 Blythe was a member of the Collegium String Quartet, which won first place at the 
National Music Festival, and was also the solo strings representative for BC. He has ap-
peared as a soloist with the VCM Student Showcase, the Sydney Classical Orchestra, and the 
Victoria Civic Orchestra. The Louis Sherman Competition is the first concerto competition 
that Blythe, along with Jacob van der Sloot, has won, and it provided a fantastic opportunity 
for him to experience playing as a soloist with an orchestra. He is now in the process of de-
termining at which university to continue studying music, and is excited to continue to ex-
pand his knowledge and ability in a 
new environment. Outside of his drive 
for and love of music, Blythe avidly 
enjoys maths and sciences, and greatly 
appreciates the complexities of the 
surrounding world. 

Jacob and Blythe 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Symphonies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Haydn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/String_Quartet_No._20_%28Mozart%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernst_Ludwig_Gerber
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2010 

Aline Dumalski    Competitor 

Jacinta Green     Competitor 

Rachel Kratofil    Competitor 
By the time you read this, I will be furiously writing my last final exam of my Biochemistry 
degree at UVic and I am sad to miss Andrew's perfor-
mance tonight. I am excited to graduate and I am even 
more excited to begin the next chapter of my life in gradu-
ate school at the University of Calgary. Playing viola is 
still a huge part of my life and I jump at every chance I get 
to perform with orchestras. When I competed in the Louis 
Sherman Concerto Competition 5 years ago, it was my 
first time playing an entire concerto from start to finish, so 
it was a big accomplishment for me. I am not sure where 
my career will take me, whether it be research, teaching, 
medicine, music, or any combination of the above. But, if I 
decide to pursue a career in medicine, then look out for 
me in the World Doctor’s Orchestra! Enjoy the fantastic 
viola concerto tonight. 

Rylan Gajek    Winner  
Twenty-one year old Canadian cellist Rylan Gajek-Leonard has performed as principal cellist 
with the National Youth Orchestra of Canada, and the Bard Conservatory Orchestra, the 
Cambridge String Academy Orchestra (UK), and has played several concerti with both Cana-
dian and American orchestras. Rylan is a founding member of the project Sounds of Social 
Change – an initiative aimed at mentoring at-risk young musicians in Cali, Colombia – which 
has recently been awarded a Davis Projects for Peace grant. Upcoming engagements include 
performances with the American Symphony Orchestra and the Red Deer Symphony. Current-
ly a student of Peter Wiley (cellist of the late Guarneri Quartet and Beaux Arts Trio), Rylan is 
completing a double Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics and Music Performance at Bard Col-
lege in Annandale, New York. 
"The Louis Sherman Competition was a motivating success in my early career, providing both 
valuable performance experience and a staple item to 
discuss with future audition panels. It was enjoyable in 
every way and gave me a real taste of the exciting feeling 
of performing with orchestra. The warmth and kindness 
extended to me by members of the orchestra was greatly 
affecting. I distinctly remember standing backstage with 
Yariv Aloni before the opening concert, awaiting our sig-
nal to move, and seeing a trail of cords leading to the 
stage. Fire rushed through my veins as I nervously asked 
Yariv whether the performance was being recorded. He 
told me it was, not to worry, and to have fun, while re-
minding me that the audience was with me (wanting me 
to succeed). The VCO’s incredible musical openness was 
something I will not forget. " 

2011 

Chloe Kerson     Competitor 

Jordan Vermes     Competitor 
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Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893) 
The year 1880 had its downs and ups 
for Tchaikovsky: his wife was demand-
ing a divorce and the first piano concer-
to was beginning to bring him interna-
tional recognition. Concerned with both 
the many printing errors he found and 
with the quality of his work, Tchaikov-
sky briefly paused from composing so 
that he could devote himself to correct-
ing previously written material, then 
was again writing significant new 
works: the lively Capriccio Italienne, the 

dramatic 1812 Overture, and tonight’s Serenade. The first two are 
well-known to modern audiences, but the third was viewed by 
Tchaikovsky as one of his favourites. Completing it despite per-
sistent headaches, he wrote to his publisher: “Whether because it 
is my latest child or because in reality it is not bad, I am terribly 
in love with this serenade, and can scarcely wait to have it pre-
sented to the world.” However, it was nearly a year before Tchai-
kovsky was able to hear the Serenade performed. Fortunately, its 
October 1881 premiere in St. Petersburg was a great success, with 
the audience demanding a repetition of the waltz. 
A note in the score states: “The larger the string orchestra, the 
better will the composer’s desires be fulfilled.” The first move-
ment, a ‘piece in the form of a sonatina,’ begins slowly, followed 
by a lively sonata without development. The second movement is 
an energetic waltz; the third a brief, poignant elegy. After an An-
dante start, the final movement is a whirlwind setting of a Russian 
folksong, ending with a return to the introductory section of the 
first movement. 

use of instruments and through good practicability. For this last 
trait we have to thank his knowledge of instruments, which is so 
evident that you might think that he was a virtuoso on all of the 
instruments for which he wrote.”  
He wrote extensively for flute, one of the most popular instru-
ments for the amateur musician at home (no music systems, re-
member). The Viola Concerto in D is one of two concertos for the 
viola, and remains in the repertoire because of the shapely writ-
ing for the viola, and the apposite support written for the orches-
tra. 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=4KmaZfQGTKfDbM&tbnid=nOkN1P9U2_y0lM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FPyotr_Ilyich_Tchaikovsky&ei=q7khUbyRHcraigKy54GgCw&psig=AFQjCNG1ji3BshrysS-qeh4J_Jn3ydvThg&ust=1
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Yariv Aloni has received praise for conducting 
“impassioned, inspiring” and “magnificently right” 
interpretations of major orchestral and choral reper-
toire. Reviewers also describe him as “a musician of 
considerable insight and impeccable taste.” Mr. Aloni is 
the music director of the Victoria Chamber Orchestra 
since 1995, the founder and music director of the Gali-
ano Ensemble of Victoria, music director of the Greater 
Victoria Youth Orchestra and a principal guest conduc-
tor of the West Coast Symphony Orchestra in Vancou-
ver. He has made guest appearances with the Saska-
toon Symphony Orchestra, the Civic Orchestra of Vic-
toria, the Victoria Choral Society and Prima Youth Choir. As the violist of both 
the Penderecki String Quartet and the Aviv Piano Quartet, Mr. Aloni has per-
formed at the Lincoln Centre in New York, the Louvre in Paris, the Tonhalle in 
Zurich, and in concert halls in Canada, the United States, Germany, Italy, France, 
Poland, Holland and Mexico. In 1985 he joined Isaac Stern and Pinchas Zucker-
man to play a gala concert at Carnegie Hall. He was a finalist at the François 
Shapira competition in Tel Aviv. His awards have included the Israel Broadcast-
ing Authority award for chamber music performance and awards and annual 
scholarships from the America-Israel Cultural Foundation. He has recorded for 
the United, Marquise, Tritonus and CBC labels and he continues with a very 
active performing schedule. Born on a kibbutz in Israel, Yariv began studying the 
violin at the age of eight and turned to the viola when he was sixteen. He studied 
viola with David Chen at the Rubin Academy of Music in Jerusalem, Daniel 
Benyamini, principal violist of the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, and Michael 
Tree and the Guarneri String Quartet. He also studied at the Jerusalem Music 
Centre with the distinguished visiting faculty, including  Isaac Stern and the 
Amadeus and the Guarneri String Quartets. He studied conducting with János 
Sándor, former music director of the Budapest State Opera and the Györ Philhar-
monic Orchestra. 

Andrew Montgomery (15) started playing violin at age 
7 in Prince George. He currently studies with Michael 
van der Sloot at the Victoria Conservatory of Music and 
is a member of their Collegium Program.  He was intro-
duced to the viola in September and is enjoying the 
mellow sound of this instrument. A grade 10 honour 
student at Spectrum Community School, Andrew 
plays oboe and trombone in the concert and jazz bands. 
He's been a member of the Greater Victoria Youth Or-
chestra for four years. He enjoys reading, sailing and all 
things musical. This summer he will be travelling to 
Ottawa and Calgary to participate in the Young Artist 
Program and the Morningside Bridge Academy on 
viola. He would like to thank the Victoria Chamber 

Orchestra for this wonderful opportunity. 

13  

Tina Park    Competitor 

Philip Manning   Winner 
Philip Manning is enrolled in a graduate ‘Artist Diploma in Violin Performance’ program at 
Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, studying with Charles Stegeman. Philip is concertmaster of 
the DSO and is an auxiliary member of the Victoria Symphony. This summer, he will be part 
of the diverse international faculty at the Sunflower Music Festival in Kansas.  
Philip has had violin lessons and master classes with Gerald Stanick, Robert Skelton, Jona-
than Crow, Paul Kantor, Blair Milton (Chicago SO), Martin Chalifour (LA Phil), Shmuel Ash-
kenazi, Terence Tam, Marc Destrube, and Moshe Hammer. He has performed as soloist with 
the Victoria Symphony, once as winner of the Sym-
phony Splash concerto competition (to an outdoor 
audience of 42,000).    
Philip has won the Herbert and Eva Schaefer String 
Scholarship and the Roberto and Mary Wood 
Scholarship. In 2007, 15-year old Philip was thrilled 
to win the Louis Sherman Concerto Competition 
with the Victoria Chamber Orchestra under Yariv 
Aloni. This was his debut performance with an 
orchestra and it proved to be a wonderful, life 
changing experience and a great encouragement 
for him.   

2008 

Aline Dumalski   Competitor 

Sarah Tradewell   Competitor 

2009 

Jordan Vermes    Competitor 

Nelson Moneo     Joint Winner  

Rochelle Sumampong  Competitor 

Jessica Pickersgill  Joint Winner  
It is six years since Jessica performed the Mozart Sinfonia Concertante with the Victoria 
Chamber Orchestra at the age of sixteen. To say this opportunity was inspiring is an un-
derstatement. It was her first experience playing with an orchestra, and she feels it pro-
vided a defining moment for her to pursue music professionally. At twenty-two, Jessica is 
now fully involved in the music world. Since that evening on the Alex Goolden Hall 
stage, Jessica has earned a Bachelor of Music from the Robert McDuffie Center for Strings 
at Mercer University in Georgia, where she studied under Lawrence Dutton from the 
Emerson String Quartet and Rebecca Albers of 
the Minnesota Orchestra. Jessica has per-
formed in halls in Rome, Moscow, St. Peters-
burg, and New York with Richard Aaron, 
Robert Spano, John Patitucci, Benjamin Zan-
der, Robert McDuffie, Ward Stare, Amy-
Schwartz Moretti, and many more.  Jessica is 
presently working on her Masters Degree at 
the New England Conservatory with recent 
Avery Fischer Career Grant recipient and Wil-
liam Primrose Competition winner, Dimitri 
Murrath. 

Jessica and Nelson then 
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Laine Longton   Competitor 
I am in year 3 of my Doctor of Musical Arts at UBC with Eric Wilson. I teach at numerous 
music schools in and around Vancouver, hold two Teaching Assistant positions at UBC, and 
am a core member of the Vancouver Island Symphony. My career has been varied, including 
working for film and television, subbing with the Vancouver Sym-
phony, and playing in the pit for the musical Floyd Collins last 
year, for which we were nominated for a Jessie award. The Louis B. 
Sherman Concerto Competition was one of the first concerto com-
petitions I entered. It was a very educational experience to polish 
up a work to a high level and then to perform it in a competition 
setting. Since then I have greatly enjoyed participating and compet-
ing in various solo and chamber competitions. This summer will be 
my second summer coordinating strings at the UBC Summer Mu-
sic Institute. I look forward to holding a miniature competition for 
the students to prepare a portion of a concerto and to have the 
opportunity to perform solo with orchestra. I hope the students 
find it an educational and enjoyable experience, as I did at their 

Emily Redhead  Winner  
I am proud to have taken part in the Louis Sherman Competition, and to have been awarded 
the honour of performing with the VCO in 2004. I pursued music in university - at UVic and 
then McGill - and am now working as a professional musician and violin teacher in Montre-
al. I enjoy a diverse career, performing works from the seventeenth-century to the contempo-
rary. Just this month I played in projects ranging from a baroque opera to an orchestral con-
cert of video game music to a chamber music concert of new Canadian works for trumpet 
and string quartet. My chamber music ensemble, Les Amusements de la Chambre, recently 
recorded an album of sonatas for violin and harpsi-
chord, which we are currently editing, and I am look-
ing forward to the release later in the year. I am hap-
py to be also working as a violin teacher, which I find 
to be fun and rewarding. I was so proud to find out 
that two of my students received gold medals in the 
RCM exams last year! As far as professional goals - I 
just hope to keep a fresh outlook on life and music, 
and to always aspire to be a better musician and 
person. 

2007 

Timothy Chooi   Competitor  
I’m living in Philadelphia where I am completing a Bachelor of Music at the Curtis Institute. 
I’ve performed from Victoria to St. John’s, and on to Chile, New Zea-
land, Malaysia and Germany. I’m continuing my initial goal of being a 
performing violinist. I hope to continue this path and share my music 
at more concert halls around the world. Music is my life, it is 
something I think about every day, and I relate to everything in the 
world through music. I could not possibly live without it. I did the 
Louis Sherman Competition when I was ten years old and it was a 
brand new experience for me. I played the Haydn Concerto and that 
performance was one I can’t forget.  It was my first experience in a 
competition, but in a bigger picture, it was the first time I performed a 
concerto in its entirety.  I remember the amount of stamina it required 
and it really made me realize how much is needed when performing on 
stage for that amount of time.  
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Programme 

Intermission 

Franz Joseph Haydn 
Symphony No. 85 “La Reine” 

Adagio—Vivace 
Romance 
Menuetto 
Finale 
 
 

Franz Anton Hoffmeister 
Concerto in D major for Viola and Orchestra 

Allegro 
Adagio 
Rondo 

Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
Serenade for Strings Op. 48 

Pezzo in forma di Sonatina 
Walzer 
Élégie 
Finale—Tema Russo 

Celebration of the 20th anniversary 
of the Victoria Chamber Orchestra, 

join us after the performance. 
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Evan Hesketh   Competitor 
When I participated in the Louis Sherman competition, I did-
n’t intend to pursue music as a career. I started university 
with the idea of majoring in political science but quickly rea-
lized that my passion for music could not be fulfilled without 
being involved in it full-time. After graduating from UVic 
with a Bachelor of Music in viola performance, I went on to 
obtain a Master of Music degree in viola from the Cleveland 
Institute of Music where I was part of a wonderful, prizewin-
ning string quartet. (Thank you Yasuko Eastman for introdu-
cing me to quartet playing at a young age!) During this time, I 
also started to explore my interest in conducting – one thing 
has led to another and now I am back at UVic pursuing a 
second masters degree, this time in orchestral conducting. 
Music offers a life-long pursuit of learning – I feel very fortu-
nate to have had many enriching experiences in music so far, 
and look forward to many more in the future. 

Elizabeth Skinner  Competitor 
I am living in Montreal and completing my Masters in violin performance at McGill under 
the instruction of Axel Strauss. In May 2013, I graduated magna cum laude with a Bachelor 
degree in violin performance from the Robert McDuffie Center for Strings at Mercer Univer-
sity in Georgia, USA. I received the honour of being nomi-
nated for the Golden Violin Competition, chosen by the 
string faculty at McGill based on “demonstrated excep-
tional talent and contribution to musical and cultural life 
at the Schulich School of Music.”  Music will continue to 
be, an integral part of my life.  The Louis Sherman  compe-
tition was my first experience of this type at the beginning 
of my studies; it allowed me to experience the preparation 
process and dedication required to participate in competi-
tions and prepare for performances.  Since then I have had 
the privilege of creating and sharing music across Canada 
and in the USA, Germany, Italy and Switzerland.   

Kevin O'Riordan  Winner  
I went to Queen's to take my undergraduate degree in Life Sciences and have moved back to 
Vancouver for medical school at UBC. I am finishing my last year there and will be starting a 
residency in Emergency Medicine at Royal Columbian 
Hospital in July. Music is still a part of my life, but the 
violin has taken a backseat to my academic and athletic 
endeavours. My new project is the guitar, but I am also 
rediscovering my violin. Winning this competition and 
having the opportunity to play with the VCO was my 
first big accomplishment in music and gave me confi-
dence to improve musically, but also self-confidence to 
succeed in other areas of my life. 

2006 

Allen Hsu   Competitor 
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2001 

Tyler Hall   Competitor 

Ivonne Hernandez  Competitor 

Hollas Longton   Winner 
When I got the chance to play the Mozart A major concerto as the winner of the Louis Sher-
man competition it was the first full concerto I played with orchestra. Being both a young 
musician and an awkward teenager trying to figure things out, this kind of opportunity was 
a great help to myself and I am sure many others. After this performance I went on to per-
form quite a number of concertos with most of the orchestras in and around Victoria. When I 
was seventeen, sure that I was going to be a professional violinist I took an invitation to 
study for a year in Germany. I came back to Victoria after that year and quite unexpectedly 
developed an interest in new music and got a music composition degree from UVic. During 
my degree I struggled to put one foot in new music and composition and keep one foot in 
violin performance. You could say my horizons widened during this time as a typical day 
might involve rehearsals of Beethoven, Cage, Messiaen, and Post-Rock. I was very happy to 
be able to play the Beethoven violin concerto with the University of Victoria Symphony as 
the winner of their concerto competition. After UVic I went across the ocean again to Hol-
land where I received a master's degree in composition from The Royal Conservatoire at The 
Hague. I became totally immersed in composition, having pieces performed by such ensem-
bles as The Maarten Altena Ensemble, and Bang On A Can All-Stars. I am now a PhD candi-
date in music composition at the University College Cork, 
Ireland. While my music today may not seem to have 
anything to do with either classical violin or classical 
music, the violin has remained a big part of my life. Keep-
ing one foot in composition and one foot in violin perfor-
mance has given me some interesting opportunities. Two 
years ago I got the chance to write and perform music for 
a new production of 'Death of a Salesman' here in Cork. I 
continue to write music for and collaborate with friends I 
have met in Victoria, Vancouver, The Hague, and here in 
Ireland. Some of my compositions and violin performanc-
es are on my soundcloud page: https://soundcloud.com/
hollas 
-longton 

2002 No finalist 

2003 

Jordan Ofeish   Competitor 

Emily Redhead   Competitor 

Jeremy Ferland   Winner  

2004 

Oliver Aldort    Competitor 

Jordan Ofeish   Winner 

2005 

Timothy Chooi   Competitor 
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VICTORIA CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 
Violin 1 
Yasuko Eastman, concertmaster 
Anja Rebstock 
Susan Colonval 
Louise Reid 
Jennifer Fisher 
Don Kissinger 
Violin 2 
Sue Martin, leader 
Cathy Reader 
Gwen Isaacs 
Fiona Millard 
Leah Norgrove 
Tom Burton 
Viola  
Alexis More, leader 
Lee Andersen 
Catheryn Kennedy 
Jon O’Riordan 
Mary Clarke 
Michele MacHattie  
Michael Klazek 
Cello 
Mary Smith, leader 
Ellen Himmer 
Trevor MacHattie 
Janis Kerr 
Zachary Taylor 
Bass 
Richard Watters, leader 
Richard Backus 
Flute 
Mary-Jill McCullough 
Oboe 
Sheila Longton 
Colin Mailer 
Bassoon 
George Kereluk 
Norm MacPherson 
Horn 
Sandy Sandford 
David Watson 

DONORS 
  
PLATINUM $500+ 
Robert Moody, in memory of 
Marian Moody 
Victoria Times Colonist 
Richard Backus 
Don Kissinger for Raven Baroque 
Walk in Comfort 
  
GOLD $250-499 
Janet Sankey 
Colin & Kathleen Mailer 
John Neal 
John Larsen Music 
Kim Tipper Fine Violins 

SILVER $100-249  
Annette Barclay 
Anonymous 
Charles Kissinger for Raven Ba-
roque 
Claudia Chance 
Yasuko Eastman 
Trevor & Michele MacHattie 
Inge and Werner Israel  
  
BRONZE $50-99 
 
FRIEND $10-49 
Jenny and Peter Coy 
Janet Furcht 
Cindy Sherman 

Don Chrysler Concerto Competition for 
Young Musicians 
Sat. April 25, 2015 – 7:00 PM 
Phillip T. Young Hall, University of Victoria 

Harmony in Summer 
Friday May 29, 2015 – 7:30 PM 

Sooke Community Hall 

Saturday May 30, 2015 – 7:30 PM 
University of Victoria, Farquhar Auditorium 
Program: Die Meistersinger Wagner, Cello Concer-

to Dvorak, Symphony No.3 Brahms. 

https://soundcloud.com/hollas-longton
https://soundcloud.com/hollas-longton
https://soundcloud.com/hollas-longton
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The Louis Sherman Concerto Competition for Young 
String Players was established in 2000 with the generosity 
of Louis’ daughter, Claudia Chance, and the Victoria Cham-
ber Orchestra. This honours the memory of an outstanding 

musician. Born in Toronto, 1907, the 
eldest of five brothers, Louis died in 
October 1999. Louis was very active in 
the Victoria music scene and is remem-
bered most for his kindness and gener-
osity toward his fellow musicians, par-
ticularly talented young string players 
and emerging artists. As a benefactor, 
he helped to establish the Victoria 
Chamber Orchestra, and many of this 
evening’s performers  
remember him fondly as a friend. 

The Louis Sherman Concerto Competition is now 
in its 16th year.  Since the year 2000, over forty tal-
ented young string players have reached the fi-
nals and the VCO is pleased to have provided, for 
many of our winners, their first opportunity to so-
lo with an orchestra.  The VCO is proud to have 
encouraged, inspired and supported them, and 
perhaps influenced or affected the career of many 
of them. We recently contacted all of our VCO 
Louis Sherman Concerto Competition Alumni. 
They were invited to share their thoughts on their 
participation in the competition and to let us 
know about their current activities.  Here is a 
complete list of our Alumni, along with the many 
responses that we received. 
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the present. 

2000 

Ivonne Hernandez               Competitor 

Amy Hall   Competitor 
Amy Hall (maiden name Houston) participated in the concerto competition in 1999 while she 
was a student at the Victoria Conservatory of Music. 
After completing her diploma in music from Camosun 
College and the VCM, she eventually changed to a 
science focus, completing a BSc. majoring in Biology 
and Psychology at UVic in 2010. She is currently 
working on a Master's degree in Health Studies with 
Athabasca University and is employed at Island 
Health as part of the Program Improvement Team for 
Home and Community Care. Amy still plays her cello 
but not professionally and remembers her time at the 
Victoria Conservatory as a very special time in her life. 

Nikki Chooi    Winner 
I am currently based in Philadelphia but Victoria is always home to me. I just completed my 
studies at the Curtis Institute of Music and Juilliard. As I am writing this, I am on the plane 
traveling to perform Dvorak’s Violin Concerto with the Winnipeg Symphony followed by 
Vivaldi's Four Seasons and Bruch's Scottish Fantasy with the Louisville Orchestra and Calga-
ry Philharmonic respectively. Next month, I will be performing at Chicago’s Harris Theatre 
and New York’s Carnegie Hall. I am a traveling musician splitting my activities between solo 
projects, chamber music, and interesting collaborations. Recently, my activities have taken 
me across Canada and the U.S., New Zealand, Australia, Malaysia, Germany, and Austria. 
My goals now are to perform and travel as much as possible. As a classical musician in my 
mid-20s, I believe I can relate to and have access to younger audiences. My wish is to de-
crease the gap between today’s popular culture and classical music and to show that the 
music I play is relatable, if given a chance and an open mind. Music is my life, my career, 
and my future. I am enjoying every moment of it. 
I was 10 years old at the time and it was a thrill and motivator to participate in the Louis 
Sherman competition -  it was a plus for me that the results turned out positive. It definitely 
gave me a sense of ambition to do more competitions as I matured and gained more experi-
ence. Playing Haydn’s Violin Concerto with the Victoria Chamber Orchestra was huge for 
me at that time - it was one of my first perfor-
mances with an orchestra. Also, I have this 
random memory of Maestro Yariv Aloni 
telling me, before going on stage, to say hi to 
the graveyard behind the church… 


