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Purchase your tickets online at
www.victoriachamberorchestra.org

The Victoria Chamber Orchestra

Island String Players provides gifts and prizes for young string players at every concert

The 21st Season

20th Century Gems

Yariv Aloni
Music Director
Conductor
Friday October 16, 2015
A PRESENTATION OF THE ISLAND STRING PLAYERS SOCIETY

Gerald Finzi (1901-1956) began to
study music at Christ Church, High
Harrogate, under Ernest Farrar from
1915 on. Farrar, a former pupil of
Stanford, was then thirty and he described Finzi as "very shy, but full of
poetry". Finzi found him a sympathetic teacher, and Farrar's death at
the Western Front affected him
deeply. During these formative
years he also suffered the loss of
three of his brothers. These adversities contributed to Finzi's bleak outlook on life, but he found solace in
the poetry of Thomas Traherne and his favourite, Thomas Hardy,
whose poems, as well as those by Christina Rossetti, he began to
set to music.

THE VICTORIA CHAMBER
ORCHESTRA
Violin 1
Yasuko Eastman, concertmaster
Anja Rebstock
Hollas Longton
Allyn Chard
Leah Norgrove
Jennifer Fisher

Violin 2
Sue Martin, leader
Cathy Reader
Fiona Millard
Louise Reid
Gwen Isaacs
Theressa Phillips-Zapach
Don Kissinger
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DONORS
PLATINUM $500+
Robert Moody, in memory of
Marian Moody
Victoria Times Colonist
Richard Backus
Don Kissinger for Raven Baroque
GOLD $250-499
Janet Sankey
Colin & Kathleen Mailer
John Neal
John Larsen Music
Kim Tipper Fine Violins

Lee Anderson
Catheryn Kennedy
Jon O’Riordan
Mary Clarke
Michele MacHattie

SILVER $100-249
Annette Barclay
Anonymous
Charles Kissinger for Raven Baroque
Yasuko Eastman
Trevor & Michele MacHattie

Cello
Mary Smith, leader

BRONZE $50-99

Janis Kerr
Paul Terry
Trevor MacHattie
Ellen Himmer

FRIENDS $10-49
Jenny and Peter Coy
Janet Furcht

Viola
Alexis More, leader

Island String Players provides orchestral support for young choirs

Island String Players presents the Victoria Chamber Orchestra
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Dag Wirén's (1905-1986) output,
which ranges from serious to popular, is notable for its quality rather
than quantity, and a number of his
works were refused opus numbers or
withdrawn. He once commented that
his first desire was to entertain and
please, and compose listener-friendly
'modern' music. He was reluctant to
write for the voice (in the 1965 Eurovision Song Contest entry, Alf Henrikson wrote the lyrics after Wirén
had composed the music).
[Neoclassical pieces from Wirén's
early Parisian period, including Piano Trio (1933) and Sinfonietta (1933–
34), are melodically and rhythmically entertaining. Upon his return to Sweden, he composed his first two symphonies and his
most famous work, Serenade for Strings (1937); the spirit of this
serenade may also be found in the finale of his second symphony
(1939). Wirén went on to compose five symphonies, concertos
and other orchestral works, including music for the stage and
film scores, as well as instrumental and chamber music, including
a series of string quartets. (Wikipedia)

Bass
Richard Watters, leader
Richard Backus

The Louis Sherman Concerto Competition for
Young String Players
Jan 23, 2016 Deadline for submission of applications
Feb 23, 2016 7 pm Finalist Competition, location
to be announced.
Details on the web:
www.victoriachamberorchestra.org
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SPO with Norman Nelson, Music Director
Karelia Suite, Op.11 ‒ Sibelius
Viola Concerto (Serly edition) ‒ Bartók
Soloist: Rae Gallimore
Winner, 2015 Don Chrysler Concerto Competition

Symphony No.9 in E minor, Op.95 “New
World” ‒ Dvořák

Tickets and info: www.sookephil.ca

Island String Players presents Raven Baroque and the Raven Quartet

Island String Players provides an annual grant to the Greater Victoria Music Festival

In the poetry of Hardy, Traherne, and later William Wordsworth, Finzi was attracted by the recurrent motif of the innocence of childhood corrupted by adult experience. From the very
beginning, most of his music was elegiac in tone. The Clarinet
Concerto, Finzi’s most widely performed and recorded orchestral work, shows his particular empathy for this solo instrument.
Here the clarinet’s equal facility for sustained legato melody and
rapid virtuosic figuration is supported by and interacts with his
ever-imaginative writing for strings. The concerto breathes an air
of fresh spontaneity, moving through baroque-inflected pastoralism, aching Elgarian echoes and lively folk-inspired melody.
(Wikipedia, Finzi website)
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Max Bruch (1838-1920) was an unusually ambitious and productive
composer. His greatest successes in
his own lifetime were his massive
works for choir and orchestra—such
as Schön Ellen (1867; Beautiful Ellen)
and Odysseus (1872). These were favourites with German choral societies during the late 19th century.
These works failed to remain in the
concert repertoire, possibly because,
despite his sound workmanship and
effective choral writing, he lacked the
depth of conception and originality
needed to sustain large works. Bruch’s few works that remain on
concert programs are the Scottish Fantasy for violin and orchestra
(1880), Kol Nidrei for cello and orchestra (1881), and virtuoso
pieces for the violin and for the cello, notably his three violin
concerti. His brilliant Violin Concerto No. 1 in G Minor (1868) has
won a permanent place in the violin repertoire. Bruch almost
certainly knew Mendelssohn's Octet, and it is likely that he remembered it or even referred to it as he composed his own Octet.
There's one important difference though: while Mendelssohn's
Octet is scored, in effect, for two string quartets, Bruch's substitutes a double bass for the second cello. Another difference is
that Bruch's Octet dispenses with a Scherzo movement.
(Encyclopedia Britannica)

Yariv Aloni, director of the Victoria Chamber Orchestra since 1995, is also the founder and music
director of the Galiano Ensemble of Victoria and
music director of the Greater Victoria Youth Orchestra. Acclaimed by critics for his sensitivity and virtuosity, he performs in major concert halls around
the world. He received his early training in Israel,
where he studied viola with David Chen at the Rubin Academy of Music in Jerusalem and subsequently with the late Daniel Benyamini, principal
violist of the Israel Philharmonic. His chamber music studies took him to the United States, where he
studied with Michael Tree of the Guarneri String Quartet at the University of Maryland. A former member of the Aviv and the Penderecki
Quartets, he can be heard on CDs issued by the United, Marquise, Tritonus and CBC labels, and has recorded for the CBC, the BBC, National
Public Radio, Radio-France and the Israeli Broadcasting Corporation.
Mr. Aloni studied conducting with the Hungarian conductor János Sándor, and he participated in conducting workshops with Gustav Mayer
and Helmuth Rilling. As a conductor, he has received praise for conducting his impassioned, inspiring and "magnificently right" interpretations of major orchestral and choral repertoire. Reviewers also describe
him as "a musician of considerable insight and impeccable taste."

Programme
DAG WIRÉN
Serenade for String Orchestra, Op. 11
Preludium
Andante espressivo
Scherzo
Marcia

Island String Players provides an annual grant to UVic Music for the support of young musicians

Island String Players presents the Louis Sherman Concerto Competition for young string soloists
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Patricia Kostek has given recitals and master
classes in major cultural centers of Europe, Asia,
Canada, the USA, and South America. July 2015
she adjudicated the International Young Artist
Clarinet Competition in Madrid. Her performances have been enthusiastically received in
the world’s finest concerts halls (Argentina, Brazil, France, Belgium, Sweden, China). Patricia
has performed with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Kansas City Symphony, Honolulu Symphony, among others. She has performed with
eminent conductors Sir George Solti, James Levine, Simon Rattle and Edo de Waart. International appearances include concerto soloist with Orquestra Sinfonica de
Teatro Colon (Buenos Aires) and Orquestra Sinfonica da Bahía and featured soloist at the Shanghai International Music Festival. Patricia is a
versatile musician with a diverse and eclectic range of repertoire from
classical to Gypsy, Balkan and Celtic music. With Northwest Sinfonia,
she regularly records cinema soundtracks for Hollywood and TV movies
and video games (Shadow of Mordor, World of Warcraft). Patricia is affiliated with critically acclaimed music ensembles and symphonies in the
Pacific Northwest and as guest performer with Pacific Opera Victoria
and the Victoria Symphony. Patricia is Artistic Director of Chamber Music San Juan and the Winds of Yarrow clarinet quartet. She is a professor
at UVic teaching clarinet and chamber music.
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GERALD FINZI
Concerto for Clarinet and String Orchestra (1948-49)
Allegro vigoroso
Adagio ma senza rigore
Rondo

Intermission

MAX BRUCH
Concerto for String Orchestra (Octet), Op. posth. 1920
Allegro moderato
Adagio
Allegro molto

